IDEA = EQUIVALENT EDUCATION

INTERNATIONAL DEFENSE
EDUCATIONAL ARRANGEMENT

Passing a Major Milestone

zcently, the International Defense
Educational Armanpement (IDEA)
passed a major milestome in
maturity when it held its fifth,
successful seminar in Europe.

The IDEA is an arrangement among
equivalent acquisithon education in-
stitutions in the United States (repre-
sented by the Defense Systems Man-
apement College (DSMC), the Linited
Kingdom, Germany and France. The
purpose of IDEA is to improve the
economy, efficiency and effectiveness
of imternational training and educa-
tion for acquisition/procurement man-
agement by active cooperation among
national defense educational institu-
tions with similar poals.

IDEA Beginnings

The IDEA formed in Movember
198% when the administrative armange-
ment was slgned by the DSMC Com-
mandant, the Commandant of the
Rowal Military of Science in the United
Kingdom. and the President of the
Pederal Acadermy of Defence Admin-
istration and Technology in Germany.
The French acoession ketter was signed
in July 1991 by their equivalent of the
Linder Secretary of Defense (Acquisi-
tion and Technologyl. They are repre-
sented by the Directeur, Centre
d’Enseignement et de Formation
d’Arcucil (CEFA) in Paris.

IDEA Customers

The principal IDEA product is the
annual seminar and proceedings. A
this time, the LIS, acquisition person-
nel in Europe (and Europeans, as
well) have the unigue opportunity to
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be updated on the International ac-
guisition policies of the participating
nations, and to work together with the
allies on relevant Intemnational acqui-
githon problems in an academic envi-
ronment. The primary Cusiomers anc
the international acquisition course
directors and their institutions, and
the seminar participants and their
sponsoring organizations. Coples of
the annual proceedings are provided
to the Office of the Secretary of De-
fense and Services' intermational ac-
quisition offlces. New products are
planned. An international acquésition
puidebook will be produced In 1994
using DSMC research In International
comparative acquisition practices as
the foundation. The European com-
parisans will become an annual par
of the IDEA Seminar, with national
updates as a new product which will
have broad appeal to intermational
program offices and oversight staif.

Past, Present, Fulure
Scminars

Seminars have been held in the
European capitals of London, Bonn,
Brussels and Paris. [n 1993, the IDEA
Board of Directors decided to hold the
annual seminar at the participating
defense educational institutions.
Therefore, the fifth seminar was held
at the Federal Academy of Defence
Administration and Technology,
Mannhelm, Germany. In July 1994,
the seminar will be held at the Centre
d'Enseignement ¢t de Formation
d'Arcucil (CEFA), Pars, France. In
July 1995, for the first time, the IDEA
seminar will be held in the United
States at the Defense Systems Man-
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The IDEA logo is a symbad of the cooperation
mmong the eguivalent deferse acguisition edy
cational fnstilutions in the Linied Siafes, the
Limited Kingdiom, Germany and Framce,

agement College. In 1996, the semi-
nar will return to Europe, as the Royal
Military College of Science in the
Linited Kingdom will be the host.

Who May Attend

The seminars are by Invitation to
all European Odffices of Defense Co-
operation, certaln Defense Attaches,
Army Standardization Groups, Air
Force RED Lialson Offices, the Nawvy
European Office of Maval Research,
as well as the 1.5, Mission to NATO,
SHAPE Technical Center and the LLS.
European Command. This is the ony
opportunity for all 1.5, representa-
tives to meet with their European
counterparts in an academic setting.
The IDEA seminars bring great nodo-
rety and prestipe o DSMC

IDEA Inguiries

For more informailon on TDEA,
contact Professor Richard Kwatnoskd,
Director of Imternational Courses,
DSMC: (703) 805-3063 or Fax (703)
805-3187.
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